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Enterprise Europe Network

600+ partner organisations

60 countries

EU and beyond

Enterprise Europe Scotland

Enterprise Europe 

England, Northern Ireland 

and Wales
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EEN Support: to fit your needs

Partnering
R&D, Tech & 
Commercial

Expertise
Business innovation 

coaching

EU legislation

Network contacts

Funding
Advice on non-SE 

funding

ID schemes (InnovateUK, 
H2020, SMEi, FTI, 

Eurostars)

ID projects and partners 
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• SME Instrument

• Fast Track to Innovation

• Eurostars

EU Funding Opportunities for UK Companies
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SME Instrument in a nutshell

• Targeted at all types of innovative SMEs showing a strong 
ambition to grow.

• Only ‘for profit’ SMEs allowed to apply for funding .
• Competitive, EU dimension - only the best ideas pass.
• Market-oriented, close-to-market activities (TRL 6).
• Evaluators: market perspective.
• Time to grant: 3 months (Phase 1), 6 months (Phase 2)
• Single SME can apply.
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Programme 
Opportunity

Grant 
size

Duration
Subsidy 
rates

Partner 
requirement

Project result

SME 
Instrument

1-2 years -
Phase 2
6 months -
Phase 1

70% 
Single 
Applicant

Product/application 
ready for market launch 
(TRL 6 and beyond)

Eligibility 
criteria

• Innovative, for -profit SMEs (other organisations as sub contractors)
• TRL 6+ (No TRL requirement for Phase 1)
• Technical and commercial feasibility (phase 1)
• Demonstration and commercialization (phase 2)

Phase 1: 

€50,000 

Phase 2: 

Up to €2.5 

million

Programme 
information

• Bottom up - No thematic calls
• Business plan oriented
• Focus on impact and potential for market creating innovation
• Up to 15 days business innovation coaching for successful applicants

Comments

• Support close -to -market innovation activities (“last push”)
• Radically new, breakthrough products, services, processes or business 

models
• Open up new markets with the potential for rapid European and 

global -scale growth 

• High risk projects with need for significant investment

Relevance
• For SMEs with demonstrated products/technologies
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▪ The FTI is a fully bottom-up measure in Horizon 2020 

promoting close-to-the-market innovation activities, 

open to all types of participants… and crossing across 

the Industrial Leadership and Societal Challenges priorities

▪ Need 3 partners from 3 member states (industry led)

▪ Last push needed before introduction to the market

▪ Realistic potential for quick deployment and market take-

up

▪ Faster funding, limited administrative overhead, a 

business-driven approach…

FTI in a nutshell
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1. EXCELLENCE (25%)
1.1 Objectives
1.2 Relation to the work programme
1.3 Concept and methodology
1.4 Ambition

2. IMPACT (50%)
2.1 Expected impacts
2.2 Measures to maximize impact

a) Dissemination and exploitation of results
b) IP, knowledge protection and regulatory issues
c) Communication activities

3. IMPLEMENTATION (25%)
3.1 Work-plan – Work packages, deliverables and milestones
3.2 Management structure and procedures
3.3 Consortium as a whole
3.4 Resources to be committed

SMEi and FTI Proposal Format
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▪ Programme Structure

▪ Co-funded from the national budgets 
of 36 Eurostars countries (Eurostars
Participating state or Eurostars Partner 
country) and the EU through H2020

▪ Participating countries earmark funds 
for their participants following national 
funding rules and procedures

EUREKA Eurostars
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Eurostars
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Types of action

SME instrument The SME instrument is targeted at all types of innovative

SMEs and provides staged support covering the whole

innovation cycle in three phases.

Fast Track to 

Innovation

Bottom-up, close-to-market activities by industry-driven

consortia of up to 5 partners; foster participation of industry,

including first-time applicants and SMEs.

Eurostars Transnational, collaborative projects led by R&D performing

SMEs; Bottom-up programme, including research,

development and demonstration activities.
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So much funding  

EU

National 

Regional

Do you find it difficult 

navigating the most 

relevant, current funding 

opportunities for your 

project?



enterprise-europe.co.ukeen.ec.europa.eu

Pre-Submission

• Horizon scanning
• Fit with programme?
• Partner identification
• Proposal guidance
• Proposal review

Funding Support 

Post-Award 

• Coaching (SMEi)
• EEN support
• Tie in reg./nat. support
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• 24 Scottish companies secure €30,855,616 of 

which, €17,422,290 SME instrument + 130 days 

innovation coaching

• The success rates for SMEi Scottish beneficiaries 

supported by EEN Scotland were 25% against 

average overall EU success rates of 6% 

• 86% of Scottish companies funded under SME 

Instrument in Scotland were supported by EES

Since 2015, we have helped:
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Scottish SMEi Champions

Phase 2

1. Calcivis

2. Cytosystems

3. AvantiCell Science

4. Holoxica

5. SOFANT 

Technologies

6. Nova Innovation

7. TC Biopharm

Phase 1
1. Vascular Flow Technologies

2. AvantiCell Science

3. Nova Innovation

4. Smarter Grid Solutions

5. Impact Laboratories

6. Innovo Engineering 

7. OceanTools Aquaculture

8. Gaia-Wind Limited

9. Glycomar

10. Palpation Diagnostics

11. Reminova

12. Saccade Diagnostics

13. Ingenza

14. Insignia Technologies

15. Current2Current

16. SMAR Azure (partner)

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries

€17,422,290 funding received

130 days coaching

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries
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Get in touch!

EEN Scotland

Liam.Angus@scotent.co.uk

EEN UK

contact@enterprise-europe.co.uk

International - find your local EEN

http://een.ec.europa.eu/about/branches

EEN Scotland Website

www.enterprise-europe-

scotland.com

Podcasts 

http://eenscotland.podbean.com/

Twitter

https://twitter.com/eenscotland

mailto:Enterprise.Europe@scotent.co.uk
mailto:contact@enterprise-europe.co.uk
http://een.ec.europa.eu/about/branches
http://www.enterprise-europe-scotland.com/
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https://twitter.com/eenscotland

